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Heard on the Street: Manteno couple opens 'dream' business 
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A new wine tasting establishment is about to pop its 

cork in Bourbonnais.  

Flight 102 Wine Bar, 565 Main St. NW, 

Bourbonnais, just east of the Jewel-Osco, is 

expected to open to the public on March 12 under 

the direction of Manteno residents Brian and Kelly 

St. Aubin.  

The 2,200-square-foot wine bar will have more than 

50 varieties of wine on site as well as a half-dozen 

varieties of bottled beers, Kelly St. Aubin said.  

A "flight," in the world of wine tasting, refers to a 

series of wine tastings. The establishment will have 
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seven flights, with each flight consisting of three 2-

ounce tastings.   

A longtime dream, Kelly, 42, said the establishment 

will have 1,500 bottles of wine, which will be stored 

in a temperature-controlled cellar.  

"This is very exciting. We wanted to bring 

something new to the community. We've been 

dreaming about this," she said. The couple has been 

putting these plans together for nearly two years.  

Bourbonnais administrator Gregg Spathis called 

this a "cool" idea and one he believes will be well-

received by area residents.  

"There is nothing like this in the area," he said. The 

nearest wine-tasting establishment is Off The Vine 

in downtown Momence, which features Illinois 

wines.  

Kelly said her wines are from around the world, and 

her supply will come through Heritage Wine Cellars 

of Niles.  

The business will feature food as well. Kelly said 

dishes "bigger than appetizers, but smaller than a 

dinner plate" will offer a variety of choices — 80 to 

90 percent of which will be gluten-free — including 

three desserts.  

Executive Chef David Basile, who worked at Moto 

Restaurant in downtown Chicago, has created a 

number of options featuring chicken, fish, pork, 

beef, shrimp, cheeses as well as hummus and 

preserved olives.  

The wine bar's regular business hours will be 4 to 11 

p.m. Tuesday and Wednesday; 4 p.m. to midnight 

Thursday-Saturday; and closed Sunday and Monday. 

Kelly said the winery will be available for special 

events on Sundays.  

The business is expected to have eight employees. 

While Brian, 47, has other business ventures to 

attend to, Kelly said she will be a fixture at Flight 



102.  

An invitation-only opening will be held March 5 for 

village officials, family and friends, she said.  

•    •    •  

For those who have noticed some errors in the new 

Kankakee way-finding signs or the size of the 

letters perhaps being too small, Bill Yohnka, the 

city's economic development specialists, reported 

corrections and adjustments will be made.  

"We know there are a couple things that aren't quite 

right. Some lettering is too small for certain spots," 

Yohnka said. "These issues will be fixed."  

In all, about 165 signs will be planted throughout the 

city. The second phase of the project will resume 

with the arrival of spring weather.  

The $186,000 project to establish coordinated way-

finding signs around Kankakee for the first time in 

its history is funded through the Kankakee 

Development Corporation and the City of 

Kankakee.  

Creative Impressions, a Norcross, Ga.-based 

company, manufactured the signs and is having 

them installed through local subcontractors, Scanlon 

Excavating and Knotts Masonry. The first signs 

went up about two weeks ago and crews have been 

placing them since.  

•    •    •  

The new location for the Watseka Big R store 

opened to 
 


